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The  Syrian  crisis  continued  to  agitate 
the  major  capitals. 

f  In  Washington,  the  official  mood  has 
alternated  between  deepest  gloom  and 
restrained  hope.  To  a  Washington  ac¬ 
customed  to  roseate  communiques  on 
the  cold  war,  the  grave  reports  of  Loy 
W.  Henderson,  President  Eisenhower’s 
^uble  -  shooter  in  the  Near  East, 
came  as  a  shock.  There  was  an  obvious 
dearth  of  ideas  as  officials  realized  that 
there  was  little  hope  of  undoing  the 
Communist  coup,  "rhere  were  few  in¬ 
side  Syria  able  to  challenge  it  and 
intervention  was  ruled  out. 

There  was  a  decision  to  stiffen  Syria’s 
neighbors  against  subversion  by  a  re¬ 
affirmation  of  the  Eisenhower  Doctrine 
and  by  moving  arms  and  the  fleet  east¬ 
ward.  In  this  vacuum  of  ideas,  a  sur¬ 
prising  number  of  voices  both  here  and 
in  England  were  heard  to  suggest  that 
Nasser  might  save  Syria  for  the  West. 

n  In  Cairo  the  idea  was  explored  by 
Ambassador  Raymond  Hare.  But  Nas¬ 
ser’s  reply  showed  that  it  was  absurd 
to  believe  that  Nasser  might  dissuade 
Syria  from  a  course  adopted  in  emula¬ 
tion  of  Nasser  himself.  Nasser  em¬ 
barked  on  the  most  violent  anti-Ameri¬ 
can  propaganda  and  loudly  proclaimed 
eternal  support  for  Syria. 

n  In  Damascus,  there  was  said  to  be 
an  internal  struggle  for  power  by  three 
groups.  The  strongest  is  led  by  Army 
Chief  of  Staff  Afif  Bizri,  who  is  at¬ 
tempting  to  put  Communists  into  top 
Army  posts.  He  is  assisted  by  the 
No.  1  Syrian  Communist,  Khaled  Bak- 
dash  and  Defense  Minister  Khaled  Al- 
Azm,  wealthy  landowner,  who  negoti¬ 
ated  the  Communist  pact  in  Moscow 
and  who  is  ambitious  to  succeed  Presi¬ 
dent  Shukri  al-Kuwatly.  These  moves 
are  resisted  by  Kuwatly  and  Prime 
Minister  Sabri  al-Assali.  A  third — and 
the  best  organized  group — is  the  So¬ 
cialist  (Ba’ath)  Party,  led  by  Akram 
Hourani  and  the  Chief  of  Army  Intel¬ 
ligence,  Col.  Abdul  Hamid  Serraj. 
Whether  these  divisions  within  Syria 
(Continued  on  page  St) 


Wrong  Answer 


Aroused  by  the  Communist  coup  in  Syria,  Washington  is  gravely 
aware  of  the  need  for  action  to  halt  further  Communist  penetration. 

Most  observers  doubt  that  Syria  will  resort  to  open  aggression 
against  her  neighbors  but  Damascus,  like  Cairo,  can  become  a  focus 
of  subversion.  Her  politicians  are  intense  Arab  nationalists  whose 
voices  carry  across  frontiers,  inciting  and  mobilizing  adherents  of  Pan- 
Islam.  Jordan,  Iraq  and  Lebanon  are  all  threatened  by  this  propaganda 
which  would  overthrow  kings,  eliminate  boundaries  and  alienate  their 
governments  from  the  West. 

• 

The  Administration  has  reaffirmed  the  Eisenhower  Doctrine  in  an 
attempt  to  make  it  clear  to  Syria  and  to  the  Communists  that  aggres¬ 
sion  would  be  resisted.  Obviously  the  most  effective  way  to  deter 
Communist  aggression  is  to  guarantee  that  any  aggression  by  Egjrpt 
or  Syria  will  engage  the  power  of  the  U.  S. 

But  the  Administration’s  second  reaction  was  questionable.  Globe- 
masters  and  Flying  Boxcars  rushed  jeeps,  guns  and  ammunition  to 
Jordan  in  a  gesture  as  dubious  as  it  was  melodramatic.  For  some 
years  the  Department  of  State  has  labored  under  the  obsession  that 
we  can  sell  democracy  and  freedom  to  the  Arab  peoples  and  enlist 
them  in  the  battle  against  Communism  by  giving  them  giins.  The 
Russians  have  been  courting  Egyptians  and  Syrians  by  dumping  sur¬ 
plus  weapons.  Unwisely,  we  are  tempted  to  imitate  an  adversary. 

Why  send  arms  to  Jw’dan?  Arms  do  not  guarantee  stability. 
Governments  with  a  mere  rifle-hold  on  life  have  little  to  offer  the 
West  in  resisting  the  onrush  of  Communism.  The  same  observation 
applies  to  any  government  which  may  be  exploiting  the  Communist 
coup  to  blackmail  our  country  into  releasing  prized  American  weapons. 

What  Jordan  needs  is  jobs,  not  jeeps.  Why  put  guns  into  the 
hands  of  men  whose  real  enemy  is  poverty  and  disease,  and  who  may 
die  before  they  are  30.  We  do  no  justice  to  America  if  we  allow 
American  friendship  to  be  weighed  in  terms  of  bullets.  If  American 
vehicles  are  to  travel  the  dusty  roads  of  Jordan,  let  them  be  mobile 
clinics  bringing  medicine  and  treatment  for  Arab  villagers,  cranes  to 
dig  irrigation  canals,  plows  to  quicken  uncultivated  lands. 

Jordan  is  a  weak  and  struggling  state.  She  has  little  water,  little 
cultivable  lands,  few  resources.  She  has  mass  unemployment.  Wages 
are  lower  than  they  were  ten  years  ago!  Her  economy  must  be 
strengthened.  This  is  the  contribution  we  can  make  to  shield  her  from 
Communism. 

• 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Administration  will  suspend  the  arms 
policy  when  the  promised  $10  million  to  Jordan  is  exhausted.  We  can¬ 
not  win  this  kind  of  an  arms  race  because  the  Soviet  Union  has  large 
stocks  of  surplus  arms  and  few  compunctions  about  their  reckless  dis¬ 
tribution.  But  we  can  defeat  Moscow  in  any  competition  to  help 
strengthen  the  economies  of  Near  East  countries  that  are  ready  to 
stand  with  us. 

Costly?  The  alternative  is  an  arms  race  which  will  put  both  the 
U.  S.  and  the  USSR  at  the  mercy  of  trigger-happy  satellites  whose 
irresponsibility  could  hurl  us  all  into  World  War  HI. 
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ANALYSIS:! 

HHyMHm 


President  Eisenhower’s  1957  Mutual 
Security  Program  was  drastically  cut 
by  an  economy-minded  Congress.  A 
last-minute  effort  by  its  friends  staved 
off  even  larger  reductions,  but,  as  the 
measure  was  finally  enacted,  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  does  not  really  have  the 
tools  it  should  have  to  combat  the 
burgeoning  Communist  threat  in  the 
Near  East. 

The  total  amount  cut  from  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  request  was  a  billion  dollars. 
This  is  not  unprecedented  since  Con¬ 
gress  slashed  a  similar  amount  in  pre¬ 
vious  years,  but  the  fact  is  that  the 
Administration  itself  reduced  the  pro¬ 
gram  at  the  time  it  was  originally  of¬ 
fered.  The  Administration  shares  with 
Congress  responsibility  for  the  declin¬ 
ing  rate  of  foreign  aid. 

Many  factors  contribute  to  the  grow¬ 
ing  opposition  to  large-scale  expendi¬ 
tures  abroad. 

The  most  important  of  these  was  the 
widespread  demand  for  economy.  This 
year,  Congress  received  an  unusually 
large  number  of  letters  from  constitu¬ 
ents  urging  them  to  reduce  foreign  aid 
spending  and  they  were  encouraged  in 
this  by  some  Administration  spokes¬ 
men,  for  as  one  branch  of  the  official 
family  pressed  for  expenditures,  others 
warned  against  inflation  and  insisted  on 
retrenchment. 

Boomarang 

Critics  maintain  that  President  Eisen¬ 
hower  was  late  in  pressing  his  cam¬ 
paign  for  the  foreign  aid  prog^ram. 
When  he  did  swing  into  action,  it  was 
to  threaten  to  call  Congress  back  for 
a  special  session,  a  tactic  which  never 
fails  to  annoy  members  of  Congress 
who  feel  that  it  is  an  attempt  by  one 
branch  of  the  government  to  presume 


How  our  country’s  Mutual  Security 
Program  has  dedined,  year  after 
year,  since  the  beginning  of  the 
decade,  is  shown  by  the  following 
table.  The  President  has  asked  for 
leas  each  year,  and  Congress  has 
always  cut  off  about  a  billion.  Our 
foreign  aid  program  reached  a  low 
point  in  1955. 
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. . .  The  Battered  Aid  Program 


upon  the  functions  of  another.  Within 
a  few  minutes  after  the  President  made 
that  statement  the  House  Appropria¬ 
tions  Committee  slashed  $809  million 
from  the  measure,  and  for  the  balance 
of  the  session,  the  Administration  had 
an  uphill  flght  to  recover  lost  gfround. 

Some  of  the  Conjpressional  opposition 
stemmed  from  dissatisfaction  with  the 
way  in  which  the  progpiwn  was  formu¬ 
lated  and  presented.  This  year,  the 
Administration  asked  for  lump  sums 
without  breakdown  by  region  or  coun¬ 
try.  Since  control  over  spending  is  the 
only  way  in  which  Congfressmen  influ¬ 
ence  foreigfn  policy,  some  members  of 
Congress  regfarded  the  Administration’s 
request  for  blanket  authority  as  a  de¬ 
rogation  of  Congressional  power.  In 
this  connection,  there  are  a  number  of 
Cong^ressmen  who  are  critical  of  the 
way  in  which  the  Administration  has 
allocated  funds  in  the  Near  East,  be¬ 
cause  they  favor  economic  rather  than 
military  aid  in  this  area. 

Those  who  listened  to  the  debates 
were  startled  by  the  number  of  times 
advocates  of  foreigrn  aid  stressed  that 
it  was  far  more  economical  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  American  taxpayer  to 
equip,  train  and  arm  soldiers  in  other 
lands  than  to  pay  for  the  cost  of  equip¬ 
ping  and  sending  an  American  soldier 
abroad.  This  sentiment  was  expressed 
in  countless  speeches  in  order  to  reas¬ 
sure  economy-minded  Congressmen  that 
foreigni  aid  was  a  sound  investment. 
But  to  sensitive  ears  in  other  lands, 
this  presentation  did  not  sound  like  the 
most  convincing  kind  of  propaganda 
for  the  cause  of  freedom.  It  is  ex¬ 
ploited  by  opponents  who  make  the 
charge  that  American  foreign  aid  policy 
is  thus  reduced  starkly  to  the  hiring 
of  mercenaries  to  prot^t  rented  bases 
at  bargain  rates. 

Two  political  factors  weakened  the 
Administration’s  program.  This  is  the 
first  time  since  1848  that  a  President, 
re-elected  for  a  second  term,  failed  to 
carry  both  Houses  of  Congn*ess  and 
was  confronted  by  a  Congnress  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  opposition.  Second,  Gen. 
Eisenhower  is  the  first  President  to  be 
faced  by  a  Constitutional  bar  on  a  third 
term,  a  barrier  which  obviously  affected 
his  political  power  in  Congress. 

Aid  in  th«  Near  East 

In  view  of  the  Administration’s  oppo¬ 
sition  to  earmarking  aid  for  specific 
countries,  no  one  can  foretell  what  this 
program  may  mean  to  any  country  or 
region.  Countries  in  the  Near  East  will 
receive  economic  aid  from  the  Special 
Assistance  Fund  which  Congress  cut 
from  $300  million  to  $225  million.  Of 


The  legislative  biatory  of  the  1957 
Mutual  Security  Program  follows: 

The  President  asked  $3,865  billion. 

Ihe  Senate  voted  $3,637  billion. 

Tbe  Hoose  voted  $3,116  billion. 

They  compromised  at  $3,367  bil¬ 
lion. 

The  House  appropriated  $2,524 
billion. 

Tbe  Senate  appropriated  $3,025 
billion. 

They  compromised  at  $2,768  bil¬ 
lion. 

Tbe  major  items  in  the  1957  Mu¬ 
tual  Security  Program  follow: 
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the  $300  million  which  the  Administra¬ 
tion  requested,  only  $100  million  had 
actually  been  programmed. 

The  Administration  informed  Con- 
grressional  commPtees  that  it  proposed 
to  use  $19.4  million  for  malaria  eradica¬ 
tion,  $3.4  million  for  Western  European 
technical  exchange,  $10  million  for 
Hungarian  refugees,  and  $67.3  million 
for  certain  specific  countries,  the  break¬ 
down  of  which  is  classified.  But  testi¬ 
mony  has  disclosed  that  the  desigpiated 
countries  include  Bolivia,  Guatemala, 
Haiti,  Israel  and  Tunisia. 

The  House  Appropriations  Commit¬ 
tee  cut  the  Administration’s  request  to 
$175  million,  but  insisted  that  “this 
will  fully  cover  the  illustrative  prognram 
present^  to  the  Committee,  plus  ap¬ 
proximately  $75  million  for  meeting 
unforeseen  emergencies  or  contingen¬ 
cies.’’  The  Committee  also  pointed  out 
that  it  was  reappropriating  $52  million 
left  over  from  last  year  for  projects  in 
Saudi  Arabia,  Burma  and  Indonesia. 

Later,  however,  the  Cong^ress  decided 
against  the  drastic  cut  and  boosted  the 
special  assistance  appropriation  to  $225 
million,  in  addition  to  the  $52  million. 

Should  the  Administration  wish  to 
undertake  any  substantial  economic  de¬ 
velopment  program  in  the  Near  East, 
it  will  have  this  money  to  draw  on.  In 
addition,  it  was  gnranted  $300  million 
with  which  to  begrin  the  new  Develop¬ 
ment  Loan  Fund,  which  will  finance  de- 


30 


1 


vciupment  projects  in  soft  currency 
loans.  The  Administration  oriflrinally 
proposed  a  |2  billion  fund,  but  only 
$300  million  was  appropriated  this  year 
because  Congress  contended  the  Admin¬ 
istration  would  not  be  able  to  obligate 
more  than  this  in  the  first  year. 

No  new  money  was  appropriated  for 
Arab  refugees  since  there  is  an  unex¬ 
pended  balance.  In  1955,  Congress 
appropriated  $62  million  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  and  in  the  following  year,  the 
unobligated  balance  of  $45.3  million 
was  reappropriated.  The  current  bal¬ 
ance  of  $23.8  million  is  reappropriated 
and  available  for  the  next  twelve 
months,  but  many  members  of  Congress 
believe  the  time  has  come  to  place  a 
deadline  on  these  expenditures. 

No  Rovolution 

When  the  year  began,  there  were 
hopes  that  there  could  be  a  revolution¬ 
ary  reorganization  of  the  foreign  aid 
program,  a  shift  from  grants  to  loans, 
and  an  acceptance  of  foreign  aid  as  a 
permanent  part  of  our  over-all  defense 
budget.  The  Administration  hoped  that 
Congress  would  approve  authorizations 
going  beyond  twelve  months  so  that  it 
would  not  be  necessary  to  seek  a  re¬ 
newal  of  powers  every  year.  These 
hopes  were  not  realized,  although  the 
Development  Loan  Fund  was  estab¬ 
lished  on  a  small  scale. 

Pervading  the  entire  debate  was  the 
growing  apprehension  that  foreign  aid 
has  become  highly  unpopular  and  has 
few  friends  throughout  the  country.  Is 
the  U.  S.  reverting  to  traditional  isola¬ 
tionism  ?  It  is  now  seventeen  years  that 
the  U.  S.  has  been  a  principal  figure 
on  the  international  stage.  Never  be¬ 
fore  has  it  sustained  this  interest  and 
concern  for  so  long  a  period.  There 
are  signs  that  we  are  going  back  to 
the  1920’s  and  their  complacent  pre¬ 
occupation  with  domestic  affairs. 


FILE^  FOR  THE  RECORD^^ 

Statement  by  Secretary  of  State 
John  Foster  Dulles  issued  Sept.  7 
after  a  conference  with  President 
Eisenhower: 

**The  President  affirmed  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  carry  out  the  national  ptdicy, 
expressed  in  the  Congressional  Mid¬ 
dle  East  resolution  which  had  heen 
adopted,  and  exercise  as  needed  the 
authority  thereby  conferred  on  the 
President.  In  this  connection,  the 
President  authorized  the  accelerated 
delivery  to  the  countries  of  the  area 
of  economic  and  other  defensive 
items  which  have  been  programmed 
for  their  use. 

**The  President  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  international  Communists 
would  not  push  Syria  into  any  acts 
of  aggression  against  her  neighbors 
and  that  the  people  of  Syria  would 
acrt  to  allay  the  anxiety  caused  by 
recent  events.** 


Jordan  has  given  assurances  that 
arms  provided  by  the  U.  S.  will  be  \ised 
only  for  “internal  security  and  legiti¬ 
mate  self  defense.” 

Moreover,  the  U.  S.  has  cautioned 
Jordan  against  inflammatory  declara¬ 
tions  such  as  the  threats  which  were 
hurled  at  Israel  over  the  Amman  radio 
after  the  arms  agreement  was  an¬ 
nounced. 

This  was  indicated  by  John  S.  Hogh- 
land,  II,  Acting  Assistant  Secretary 
for  Congressional  Relations,  in  lettmrs 
to  two  members  of  the  House  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  Alvin  M.  Bent¬ 
ley  (R)  Mich.,  and  Leonard  Farbstein 
(D)  N.  Y. 

Both  wrote  to  Secretary  Dulles  in 
August  after  the  Near  East  Report 
published  the  text  of  Jordanian  broad¬ 
casts  claiming  that  there  were  no 
strings  attached  to  U.  S.  aid  and  prom¬ 
ising  that  our  weapons  would  be  avail¬ 
able  against  Israel. 

In  his  letter  to  the  two  Congressmen, 
Mr.  Hoghland  wrote  on  Aug.  13:  “The 
exchange  of  notes  between  Jordan  and 
the  U.  S.  on  June  29,  1957,  included 
assurances  on  the  part  of  Jordan 
against  the  use  of  the  material  fur¬ 
nished  for  purposes  other  than  internal 
security  and  legitimate  self  defense. 

“I  wish  to  assure  you  that  this  Gov¬ 
ernment  deplores  statements  by  any  of 
the  parties  to  the  Arab-Israel  problem 
which  increase  tensions  in  the  Near 
East.  We  have  not  failed  to  point  out, 
as  occasion  has  warranted,  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  the  avoidance  of  inflammatory 
declarations,  the  maintenance  of  tran¬ 
quil  conditions,  and  the  need  to  work 
toward  peaceful  and  equitable  solutions 
of  outstanding  issues.  We  believe  that 
our  position  in  this  regard  has  been 
made  abundantly  clear  in  the  Near 
East.” 

In  his  letter  Bentley  inquired  how  the 
Department  determines  that  Jordan 
qualifies  for  military  assistance  within 
the  meaning  of  Section  142(A). 

In  his  letter,  Farbstein  wrote: 

“I  have  no  illusions  about  the  amount 
of  arms  Jordan  may  be  getting,  and 
I  am  not  an  alarmist.  Nevertheless,  I 
fear  that  the  Arab  leaders  will  inter¬ 
pret  our  willingness  to  provide  these 
arms  as  a  policy  of  indifference  towards 
an  Arab-Israel  peace  settlement.  Con¬ 
tinued  silence  on  our  part  leads  irresis¬ 
tibly  to  such  an  interpretation  and  I 


would  therefore  urgently  request,  Mr. 
Secretary,  that  we  make  our  position 
clear.” 


Israel  paid  $7.8  million  to  the  U.S. 
Ebcport-Import  Bank  on  Ang.  31,  on  ae- 
connt  of  a  $135  miUion  loan  she  had 
received  from  the  Bank  in  1949  and 
1950. 

This  brings  to  $15.5  million  the 
amount  paid  in  1957.  To  date,  Israel 
has  paid  the  Bank  $543  million,  of 
which  $27.7  million  waa  for  principal 
and  $263  milBan  was  for  interest. 

The  proceeds  of  that  original  loam 
were  invested  in  agricuhnre,  irrigation, 
industry  and  public  utilities,  including 
riectricity,  transportation,  post  facilities, 
and  telecommunications. 


Two  attacks  on  Arameo  for  using  a 
technicality  to  evade  payment  of  UE. 
income  taxes  were  heard  «n  the  closing 
days  of  Congress.  In  the  House,  on 
Aug.  i9,  Rsp.  Charles  A.  Vanik  (D> 
Ohio,  without  mentioning  Arameo  by 
name,  charged  that  it  was  **morally  im- 
just'*  to  permit  ’"profit.hungry  corpora¬ 
tions"  to  escape  taxes  on  ineome  from 
Saudi  Arabian  oil  in  excess  of  one- 
quarter  billion  dollars  annually,  while 
the  US.  was  spending  millions  and 
“pledging  American  lives"  to  protect 
King  Saud  and  safeguard  his  oU  con¬ 
tracts. 

In  the  Senate  next  day  Sen.  Ralph 
W.  Yarborough  (D)  Texas,  callsd  for 
compulsory  government  control  on  oil 
imports  from  the  Near  ^ast  in  order  to 
protect  domestic  producers.  “The 
United  States  Treasury  is  not  receiv¬ 
ing  tax  money  on  foreign  oil  productisn 
to  replace  revenues  lost  on  reduced  do. 
mestic  oil  production,  because  the 
American  oil  companies  operating  ht 
Saudi  Arabia  are  aUergis  to  American 
income  taxes  and  havs  devised  means 
of  dodging  them,"  he  said. 


A  proposal  to  anthoriae  the  rdease 
of  $3,525  million  worth  of  Israd 
pounds  for  scientific,  edtacational  and 
cultural  purposes  won  final  approval 
in  the  closing  days  of  Ctmgrcsa.  The 
money  has  accumulated  as  a  result 
of  the  sale  of  American  books  and 
periodicals.  \ 
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Egryptian  propagranda  pulled  out  all 
the  stops  in  attacking  the  U.  S.  follow¬ 
ing  the  Communist  coup  in  Syria,  and 
made  Secretary  of  State  John  Foster 
Dulles  its  special  target  of  abuse,  scur¬ 
rility  and  heavy-handed  satire. 

U.  S.  objectives,  as  denounced  by  Col. 
Nasser  in  a  Sept.  9  press  interview, 
are  to  dominate  Arab  countries,  to  sup¬ 
press  Arab  nationalism  and  “to  relieve 
the  pressure  on  Israel”  by  converting 
the  armistice  lines  into  permanent  bor¬ 
ders  and  repudiating  the  rights  of  the 
Arab  refugees.  Nasser  pledged  uncon¬ 
ditional  support  for  Syria. 

A  commentary  in  the  semi-official 
newspaper  Al  Gomkouria,  which  was 
broadcast  by  Cairo  radio  on  Aug.  23, 
held  Secretary  Dulles  up  to  ridicule, 
and  accused  him  of  distortion,  lies,  con¬ 
spiracy  and  acting  as  the  “little  dic¬ 
tator  of  the  American  State  Depart¬ 
ment.”  He  and  Allen  Dulles,  Director 


and  Near  East  policy  was  repeated  and 
amplified  by  Moscow  radio,  but  with¬ 
out  the  personal  attack  on  Secretary 
Dulles.  It  quoted  the  Arab  press  and 
radio  on  the  plot  that  Mr.  Henderson 
was  alleged  to  be  developing,  and  linked 
these  revelations  with  a  direct  attack 
on  Israel  on  Aug.  31  for  “openly  inter¬ 
fering  in  Syria’s  internal  affairs,”  and 
helping  the  King  of  Jordan  establish 
a  regime  of  terror  and  oppression. 
Israel’s  leaders  dance  “to  foreign  tunes” 
and  set  policy  “in  the  interest  of  great 
imperialist  powers,”  Moscow  radio 
said.  Threats  and  false  charges  against 
Israel,  such  as  those  issued  by  Soviet 
Foreign  Minister  Gromyko  on  Sept.  10, 
are  continuing  to  come  from  Moscow. 

Cairo,  Damascus  and  Moscow  de¬ 
scribed  Henderson’s  mission  as  a  failure 
which  led  the  U.  S.  into  taking  desper¬ 
ate  measures.  Said  Moscow  on  Sept. 
2:  “The  anti-government  plot  in  Syria 
has  ended  in  a  shocking  fiasco  and 
Washington  once  again  confronts  the 
whole  world  as  an  enemy  of  the  Arab 
countries’  freedom  and  independence. 
In  blind  fury,  influential  American 
quarters  have  unleashed  a  campaign 
of  baiting  and  blackmail  against  Syria.” 


Commimist  arms  shipments  to  Egypt 
in  1966,  when  they  appealed  unsuccess¬ 
fully  for  arms  from  the  U.  S.  and  were 
compelled  to  buy  them  at  high  prices 
in  European  capitals.  There  is  no  in¬ 
dication  that  the  Israelis  intend  to  re¬ 
new  their  requests  for  arms  from 
Washington.  They  do  urgently  need 
substantial  economic  assistance. 

V  In  Beirut,  an  unnamed  Arab  national¬ 
ist  told  the  Associated  Press:  “At  long 
last  we  are  getting  the  guns  we  need 
to  defend  ourselves  ag^ainst  Israel. 
Those  arms  will  never  be  used  by  one 
Arab  against  another.” 

f  Back  in  Washington,  Secretary  Dulles 
told  reporters  that  the  U.  S.  did  not 
contemplate  sending  arms  to  Israel  be¬ 
cause,  he  said,  “We  do  not  think  that 
there  is  danger  at  the  present  time  to 
Israel.  Israel  is  quite  substantially 
armed.  Furthermore,  Israel  has  the 
benefit  of  the  declaration  which  was 
made  by  President  Eisenhower  in  April 
of  last  year,  1956,  that  the  United 
States  would  come  to  the  assistance  of 
any  country  that  was  attacked.” 

Later,  in  response  to  another  ques¬ 
tion,  the  Secretary  said:  “The  United 
States  does  not  believe  that  its  ship¬ 
ments  of  arms  to  the  Middle  East  will 


of  CIA,  are  charged  with  misinform¬ 
ing  President  Eisenhower  and  persuad¬ 
ing  him  to  accuse  Syria  of  being  a 
Soviet  satellite. 

“The  Dulles  brothers  are  the  most 
important  sources  of  all  this  distorted, 
wrong  and  falsified  information,”  the 
Cairo  paper  said.  The  President  is 
“good-hearted  but  blind,”  and  should 
“awaken  to  the  crimes  being  committed 
against  mankind  and  the  peoples  in  his 
name,  and  in  the  name  of  America, 
through  his  No.  1  assistant  Mr.  Dulles.” 

Another  broadcast  on  Aug.  24  called 
Secretary  Dulles  a  clown  in  the  comedy 
of  U.  S.-Near  East  policy.  It  said: 
“He  is  staging  the  same  play  against 
Syria  this  year  ns  he  did  against  Egypt 
last  year  .  .  .  He  issued  the  so-called 
Eisenhower  Doctrine  and  began  to  pad 
his  play  with  moving  scenes  of  conspir¬ 
acy,  intrigue,  deception  and  treachery. 
Today  America  wants  to  write  the  final 
act.  The  finale  of  this  play  will  be 
more  tragic  than  the  finale  of  last 
year’s  play  if  Dulles  insists  on  clown¬ 
ing.” 

By  the  first  week  of  September  the 
campaign  reached  a  climax  when  it 
rudely  invited  the  Secretary  to  resign. 
“All  that  Mr.  Dulles  has  gained  so  far 
is  hatred  and  embitterment,  not  in 
Egypt  and  Syria  alone  but  among  the 
people  of  Jordan,  the  people  of  Leb¬ 
anon,  and  all  Arab  peoples,”  Cairo  radio 
charged. 

Cairo  next  turned  its  abuse  on  vet¬ 
eran  diplomat  Loy  W.  Henderson.  “The 
American  envoy  has  come  to  the  Middle 
East  to  plot  and  not  to  search  for  facts. 
’The  underlings  are  being  bought  by 
America  with  dollars;  the  underlings 
are  bargaining  with  America  to  sell 
Syria  and  to  sell  you  everywhere  like 
slaves,”  a  commentator  said  on  Aug.  29. 

This  picture  of  American  leadership 


viewing  the  newts 

continued 

can  deflect  that  country  from  its  left¬ 
ward  course  is  most  unlikely  since  all 
elements  seem  to  be  left  of  Col.  Nas¬ 
ser’s  “neutralism.” 

Meanwhile  Syria  carried  on  an  offen¬ 
sive  to  picture  the  U.  S.  statements, 
arms  shipments  and  fleet  movements  as 
aggressive  pressure  against  Syria ;  later 
Syria  retracted  some  charges. 

U  In  Moscow,  the  Communist  radio  ac¬ 
cused  Turkey  and  Israel  of  preparing 
to  attack  Syria  at  America’s  behest, 
pledging  to  stand  by  Syria.  The  venom 
was  interpreted  as  an  attempt  to  divert 
attention  from  the  UN  Hungarian  de¬ 
bate. 

if  Amman  rejoiced  as  American  weap¬ 
ons  dropped  from  the  skies.  The  Jor¬ 
danians  almost  apologetically  attempted 
to  reassure  S3rria  that  they  had  no  in¬ 
tention  of  intervening  in  that  country. 
Foreign  Minister  Samir  el-Rifa’i  told 
newsmen  in  Amman  that  Israel  is  a 
far  greater  threat  to  Jordan  than  Syria. 

f  In  Jerusalem,  there  was  mounting 
concern  over  the  fact  that  Israel  now 
has  a  second  Arab  neighbor  receiving 
large-scale  military  assistance  from  the 
Soviet  Union.  The  shadow  of  the  cold 
war  has  come  much  closer.  At  the 
same  time,  the  Israelis  are  disturbed 
over  American  arms  shipments  to  Arab 
states  not  only  because  they  feel  that 
this  endangers  their  security  but  be¬ 
cause  they  believe  that  these  American 
favors  to  enemies  of  Israel  confirm  the 
Arabs  in  their  resistance  to  peace  and 
divert  the  Arab  states  from  economic 
development  so  essential  to  stability. 

The  Israelis  first  were  threatened  by 


be  used  against  Israel.” 
n  Back  in  Cairo  the  newspaper  Al-  ] 
Ahram  declared  on  Sept.  7: 

“Dulles  will  have  the  surprise  and  | 
shock  of  his  life  when  the  day  comes  | 
and  the  arms  are  not  used  in  the  Arab  • 
world.  American  arms  in  Iraq  will  not  ^ 
clash  with  Russian  arms  in  Syria.  On  | 
the  appointed  day,  both  American  and 
Russian  arms  will  be  found  on  the  same 
side  of  the  front  and  will  open  fire  on 
the  same  enemy,  an  enemy  well-known  j 
to  Dulles  ...  j 

“One  half  of  our  nation  takes  what-  ^ 
ever  arms  it  can  get  from  Russia,  , 
and  the  other  half  takes  whatever  arms  ■ 
it  can  get  from  the  U.  S.  Yes,  we  are 
adding  streng^th  to  strength.  The  two 
forces  will  not  clash,  as  Dulles  hopes.  ' 
They  will  stand  side  by  side  on  the  front  j 
an.-  I 

In  Brief  j 

An  Israel  delegation  representing  the  i 
Zim  Shipping  Lane  arrived  in  the  new  ■ 
African  state  of  Ghana  on  Sept.  7  to  ' 
set  up  a  joint  Israel-Ghana  steamship  j 
line  .  .  .  Final  steps  in  the  work  of 
draining  the  Lake  Huleh  region,  de¬ 
signed  to  reclaim  16,000  acres  of  farm 
land,  were  begun  on  Sept.  1  after  Israel 
asked  the  UN  to  notify  Syria  .  .  .  Syria 
has  consented  to  the  establishment  of 
three  UN  observation  posts  on  the 
Huleh  border  ...  To  meet  the  challenge 
of  Cairo  radio  the  U.  S.  Information 
Agency  and  the  Voice  of  America  are 
expan^ng  their  Arabic  broadcasts  and 
other  services  to  Africa  ...  A  powerful ; 
new  voice  was  added  to  the  Near  East 
airwaves  when  Saudi  Arabia  began ; 
broadcasting  this  week  from  a  new  60 
kw  transmitter  .  .  .  Natural  gas  has  ! 
been  discovered  in  Israel.  ^ 


twice  menllily  by  the  Near  loet  Kepeit,  hec.  1737  H  Street,  N.W.,  Wothinften  A,  D.  C.  Miter.  I.  L  Kenen,  Allen  lecter. 

Subecriptioa:  SIO  per  year. 
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